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taught at Lincoln High School in Seattle and
moved to Reno, Nevada with Lowell. Dee and
Lowell moved to Torrance, near what is now
Sur La Brea Park, in 1967.

Dee began mobilizing the local community
to persuade the city to build Sur La Brea Park.
This successful campaign led to her service
for almost a decade on the Parks and Recre-
ation and Planning Commissions, while she
also worked as a physical education teacher
and later a special-education instructor for the
Torrance Unified School District.

She was then elected to the Torrance City
Council in 1986 and became mayor in 1994.
During her time as mayor, she was visible and
accessible to her constituents. In the days im-
mediately after 9/11, Dee was at Del Amo
Fashion Center talking to community members
and offering her support during that difficult
time. She oversaw the expansion of the Civic
Center library, establishment of the Madrona
Marsh Nature Preserve and redevelopment of
Old Torrance.

Her outstanding public service extended to
other community organizations. For more than
25 years, Dee was an active member of the
Torrance Education Foundation and board
chair for LINC Housing, a nonprofit group that
builds housing for seniors and families
throughout the state. She was the 2011 recipi-
ent of the Jared Sidney Torrance Award,
which recognizes an individual's sustained
service to the community and is considered
Torrance’s highest honor. She was also recog-
nized as Torrance YMCA Woman of the Year,
Switzer Center South Bay Woman of the Year,
and a Cal State Dominguez Hills Distinguished
Alumni.

Dee is survived by her husband, Lowell, her
two sons, Mark and Brad, and two grand-
children whom | hope take comfort in the way
Dee lived her life serving Torrance, the city
that she loved. Torrance loved her back. May
her memory be a blessing to us all.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN JENKINS

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, |
was absent for Roll Call votes No. 544 and
545 on the evening of October 2, 2017. Had
| been present, | would have voted in favor of
H.R. 1547, sponsored by Rep. MARTHA
MCSALLY; | would have voted in favor of H.R.
965, sponsored by Rep. ANN KUSTER.

RECOGNIZING LINDA OXBY
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize Linda Oxby, a longtime
educator, coach, and mentor.

Ms. Oxby first found her love for coaching
volleyball at Coal City High School where she
spent her first five years in education. Eventu-
ally she moved to Edwards County High
School in Albion, IL, where she taught and
was an administrator for 28 years as well as
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coached their volleyball team for 19 years.
During her coaching career at ECHS, she
amassed 633 victories and 5 trips to the IHSA
State Volleyball Tournament. And in 2012,
Edwards County High School renamed their
gym to the “Linda Oxby Gymnasium” in her
honor.

In 2011, Ms. Oxby was diagnosed with can-
cer, but remained dedicated to her community,
school, and team as she continued to coach
volleyball through her treatments. On Sep-
tember 28th, Linda Oxby passed away after a
6-year battle with cancer, leaving behind a
legacy of compassion, respect, and service.
While Linda Oxby experienced phenomenal
success on the court, her number of victories
is unparalleled to the number of lives she im-
pacted as a coach, teacher, colleague, and
friend.

| send my most heartfelt condolences to
Linda Oxby’s family, friends, and to the entire
Edwards County School District. She will be
missed dearly by all of those she has touched.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF KENNETH
BIANCHI, 2017 LACKAWANNA CO-
LUMBUS DAY ASSOCIATION
ITALIAN MAN OF THE YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Kenneth Bianchi, who will be
recognized as the ltalian Man of the Year by
the Lackawanna Columbus Day Association
as they celebrate the 525th anniversary of Co-
lumbus’ discovery of America.

Born and raised in West Scranton to Deno
and Frances Ranakoski Bianchi, Ken received
his Bachelors Degree in Education from
Mansfield University and continued post-
graduate studies at Penn State University.
While at Mansfield, Ken played varsity basket-
ball and spent one year as team captain.

In 1967, Ken began his teaching career in
the Line Mountain School District in North-
umberland County, Pennsylvania. He returned
to Scranton a year later to teach history and
physical education at Cathedral High School,
where he served as Athletic Director. Ken
went on to teach for the Scranton School Dis-
trict, where he remained until his retirement in
2004.

Ken was head boys basketball coach at
Scranton Technical High School from 1976 to
1991. In 1997, he became the head coach for
boys basketball at Abington Heights High
School. During his coaching career, Ken has
lead his teams to victory 747 times, and they
made the ELITE 8 in the state three times,
with last year's squad ending up one of the
Final Four teams in Pennsylvania. Ken’s
teams have won 22 straight District Il playoff
games and have won the District || Champion-
ship the past six years.

In 1985, Ken received a citation from the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives when
his Scranton Tech team won the Lackawanna
League Southern Division Championship for
the first time in twenty years. In 2005, the
Scranton Times-Tribune recognized Ken as
one of Northeastern Pennsylvania’s top twen-
ty-five coaches of all time. In 2006, he was in-
ducted into the Northeast Chapter of the
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Pennsylvania Hall of Fame. The Times-Trib-
une also honored Ken by naming him Coach
of the Year in 2011 and 2016. He also re-
ceived The Joseph M. Butler Memorial Award
in 2016 in recognition of his contribution to
Scholastic athletics.

It is an honor to recognize Ken for his out-
standing career as an educator and coach. |
am grateful for all the work he’s done to shape
young minds throughout his lifetime.

TRIBUTE TO JOANN EACCARINO

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize Ms. JoAnn Eaccarino upon her
retirement from the Child and Family Agency
of Southeastern Connecticut.

For 23 years, JoAnn served the Child and
Family Agency of Southeastern Connecticut’'s
school-based health centers through skilled
and compassionate care for children, steady
support for the centers’ medical and behav-
ioral health professionals, and integration of
these services with the agency’s child care,
after-school, and outpatient behavioral health
services. Prior to her service in the health cen-
ters, JoAnn served her country with distinction
as a nurse in the United States Air Force from
1974 to 1977, before being discharged with a
Commendation Medal at the rank of Captain.

Through her distinguished career, JoAnn
has dedicated herself to improving the health
and well-being of individuals in a variety of
hospital, outpatient primary care, military, and
private, non-profit settings. JoAnn has been a
passionate, statewide advocate for improved
access to quality medical and behavioral
health care through her years of leadership
within the Connecticut Association of School-
Based Health Centers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Eaccarino’s career-long
dedication to improving the health status of
Connecticut’s children and families through
compassionate, direct care and tireless advo-
cacy.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BOROUGH
OF KEANSBURG, NEW JERSEY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Borough of Keansburg, New
Jersey as it celebrates its centennial this year.
It is my honor to join with its officials and resi-
dents in commemorating this significant mile-
stone.

With its beautiful shoreline and proximity to
New York City, the area attracted visitors from
the north that helped transform Keansburg
from a fishing community to a resort town dat-
ing back to 1917. Over the years, its location
and affordability, as well as the Keansburg
Amusement Park, helped the borough develop
into a year-round residential town.
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